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The Plateau between the Tell and the Saharan Atlas is known
as the Plateau of the Shotts, a shott being a shallow lake which
dries up in the hot season. The plateau is covered with poor grass
on which feed many sheep and goats. The inhabitants are nomads,
and move about with their flocks in s.earch of good grass. The alia
grass is used for paper-making.
The Sahara has several oases, and the French have sunk artesian
wells and made it possible to extend the fertile area. The great
product is the date, iron ore and phosphate are mined in Algeria,
and other minerals in smaller quantity. The French have built a
number of railways in Algeria and developed the country, so that
its export trade (wine, sheep, wheat, tobacco) is seven or eight times
as much as that of Morocco. The trade is mainly with France.
Tunisia is also a French Protectorate. It forms a continuation
eastwards of Algeria, and may be divided into the same regions, but
the Plateau of the Shotts is much narrower. The principal fcows is
Tunis, near which are the ruins of Carthage.